
World War II 
 Franklin Delano Roosevelt not only lead the U.S. through the overwhelming challenges of the Great 

Depression but also through a devastating world war.  Our study of this period will focus on how the role of the 

federal government in the lives of ordinary Americans continued to grow during the World War II years and how 

the war affected Americans in all segments of American society.  It was during this period that the U.S. assumed 

the status of a permanent world superpower and individual citizens were directly impacted by federal policies 

more than ever before.  We will explore how and why the U.S. emerged from isolationism to assume military and 

diplomatic supremacy by the end of FDR’s presidency, and we will investigate how the lives of average 

Americans from diverse backgrounds were impacted by new policies forever changing the public perception and 

expectations of the federal government.  

 

 

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: 

How did World War II increase the power of the U.S. federal  

government in temporary and lasting ways? 

 

What impact did WWII have on the lives of Americans from many segments of society? 
 

 

Homework #1:  Due Wed. 1/15 --pp. 499, 509-516, 537-554 

1) Describe how the U.S. reacted to the persecution of European Jews before World War II began (pg. 499).   

2) How did the “cash-and-carry” policy,  Lend-Lease Act and Atlantic Charter illustrate that the U.S. was not 

really “neutral” in 1941? 

3) What factors motivated the Japanese attack on the American navy at Pearl Harbor on December 7th, 1941? 

4) Describe the military goals & tactics of the following WW2 battles/campaigns in Europe:  Stalingrad, Italian  

    Campaign, Battle of the Bulge. 

5) Describe the military goals & tactics of the following WW2 battles/campaigns of the Pacific war: Midway,    

    Guadalcanal, Iwo Jima, Okinawa. 

 

Homework #2:  Due Mon. 1/27 --  pp.  521-535, 564-565 

1)What were three similarities and three differences in how the U.S. government took control of the economy  

     during World War II as compared to World War I? 

2) Discuss the impacts of WW II on the lives of women and African Americans. 

3) Discuss the impacts of WW II on the lives of Mexican-Americans and Japanese-Americans living on the  

    West Coast. 

4) What was the Supreme Court case Korematsu v. U.S. (1944) about?  What was the Supreme Court’s ruling and  

    how did they justify it?  How is the Korematsu case related to the Dred Scott and Plessy v. Ferguson cases? 

5) What were the Nuremberg Trials, what happened during the U.S.’s 7-year occupation of Japan after WW2,    

     and how did American participation in these events demonstrate a huge change in U.S. foreign policy? 

 

 

Due Dates 

World War II Maps: due Mon. 1/13 

Text HW #1: due Wed. 1/15 

Japanese Internment Document Analysis due: Fri. 1/17 

WW2 News Broadcasts: Tues. 1/21 & Wed. 1/22 

Counselors come to talk about Senior year scheduling, Wed. 1/22 

Text HW #2: due Mon. 1/27 

Atomic Bomb Debate: Tues. 2/4 

Unit Test:  Wed. 2/5 

Unit Assignments Packet due: Mon. 2/10 


